MID-COUNTY CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD

November 2, 2010

The Honorable Nancy Floreen
President, Montgomery County Council
100 Maryland Avenue

Rockville, Maryland 20850

Dear President Floreen:

On behalf of the Mid-County Citizens Advisory Board (MCCAB), I am writing to
express the MCCAB’s support for expediting the renovation of the Kemp Mill Urban
Park. This park is a vital resource for the Kemp Mill neighborhood, yet it has
significantly deteriorated since its construction in the 1960s. As recently described in the
attached Wheaton Gazette article, the large concrete pond that covers much of the park
has substantial drainage problems that lead to stagnant water, the accumulation of
garbage and sediment, and periodic flooding (Residents want makeover for Kemp Mill
Park pond, September 29). In addition, the park has other infrastructure problems such as
cracked concrete walkways and entrances that are not accessible to people with
disabilities.

We are pleased that the Montgomery County Planning Board has initiated a
planning process to renovate the park, which included two community meetings with
Kemp Mill residents in 2009. At the last public meeting in October 2009, Planning Board
staff and contractors solicited input on three design concepts from residents and informed
them that a single design would be proposed to the Planning Board in the spring of 2010.
However, the renovation planning process has been delayed for reasons that have not
been publicly communicated. According to the Board’s website, a third community
meeting was scheduled for the summer of 2010, but this meeting has not yet occurred.

The website also notes that the Board will meet to approve the facility plan in the winter
0f2010/2011.

We request that the Council communicate to the Planning Board our support for
moving forward with the renovation design process without further delay. Further, we
encourage the Council to include funding for the park’s renovation in the next Capital
Improvements Program budget.
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The MCCAB has supported the renovation of the Kemp Mill Urban Park for
several years (see attachments). We look forward to working with the Council on this
issue. Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to share our views on the importance of
renovating this park.

Sincerely,

L. Blaine Charak
Chair

Attachments

cc: Isiah Leggett, Montgomery County Executive
Frangoise Carrier, Chair, Montgomery County Planning Board

Mid-County Regional Services Center

2423 Reedie Drive « Wheaton, .\lar}'l;md 20802 « 240-777-8100 + 240-777-8112 TTY « 240-777-8111 FAX
wwwmonigomerycountymd. gov mideounty



Residents want makeover for Kemp Mill Park pond

.Hu:
X

MARYT

Gazette.Net

Daily Deal

Page 1 of 3

WELCOME
CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP
Gazette Net Now { . Wed Thu W 5-day forecast [ ]
b - 30 e 56745 59°39° W Traffic aeh

Maryland Community Newspapers Online

W]Pﬂnm&om’s]. derick | Sports |B Politics | En {Opinion]C:

{Autos | Homes | GazetteBuyandSell.com| Classifieds @;m!lblp |

News by Community Sports by Community

Wednesday, Sept. 29, 2010

Residents want makeover for Kemp Mill Park pond
Kemp Mill residents want pond cleaned, and park officials have a plan
by Jeanette Der Bedrosian | Staff Writer
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The artificial pond is undergoing a cleaning because of excessive
bird droppings and trash.

Park officials know Kemp Mill Park needs a
makeover and have both a short- and long-term

plan to renovate the park. Meanwhile, nearby
residents complain openly about the pungent odor
and otherwise decaying features of the park.
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Beyond finances, the pond overflows every time there's a heavy rain. Many of the clogged pipes connected to the pond
need replacement but are underneath the private parking lot of the shopping center directly behind the park, Lilly said. Park
officials have to request permission to access these pipes from the center's management. As a result, they often pump out
the excess water straight from the pond rather than getting to the root of the issue, according to Lilly.

With that in mind, park officials have developed a set of plans. There will be some immediate fixes, and plans are being
drawn up for the future for more drastic changes to the park, though those have not yet been funded.
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‘What can be done now?

Over the next couple of weeks, Kemp Mill residents will see a few changes within their beloved park. First, park officials
requested permission from the shopping center's owner to access the pipes under their land. While they can't replace the old
pipes, they do plan on unclogging the 18-inch-wide pipe, which Lilly estimates has more than 100 feet crammed with
twigs, leaves, droppings and other gunk.

This part of the plan is already proving difficult, however. The management company of the shopping center poured a new
concrete pad for the dumpster area of the parking lot last week, so contractors have to wait until later this week to break
ground on the repairs.

Other quick fixes that will help rid the pond of its putrid properties are the addition of storm-water grates in the pond to
stop debris from getting in the pipe in the first place, replacing a retaining wall dating back to the 1960s that was damaged
by overflowing water from the pond and getting the pond completely cleaned out for the first time in almost five years.

Maintenance crews started draining the pond last week, Lilly said. Normally, crews don't go in and clean out the pond, like
they would a fountain. But the severe thunderstorms this summer meant crews had to go in and pump out the extra water
more often than usual, exposing the "filth and debris" at the bottom, he said.

"Unfortunately, the Kemp Mill Jewish community had Jewish holidays that coincided with the stinky smell," Lilly said.
"This launched a listserv blitz from that community seeking immediate action."

Possible long-term fix

Lilly said the cleanup and other quick fixes should bring some immediate relief to people who frequent the park, but it
doesn't deal with the persisting issues of old pipes and flocks of geese calling the pond home.

The park received funding in the Capital Improvements Program for designers to come up with a new look for the park that
might better serve the community. A meeting is being planned for this fall to present a plan that's as unappealing as
possible — to geese, not people, of course.

"We're downsizing the pond. We're making this pond as uninviting to geese as possible. We're making it uninviting by
shrinking the size down, and instead of having a flat body of water, we're going to keep it moving."

Causing the movement would be pumps and filters, which will also help keep the pond cleaner, Lilly said.

This plan is in no way definitive, Lilly emphasized, but he expects it will be presented to the community as something that
could be funded within the next five years.
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MID-COUNTY CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD

January 13, 2005

Derick Berlage, Chairman
Montgomery County Planning Board
8787 Georgia Avenue

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Dear Chairman Berlage:

On behalf of the Mid-County Citizens Advisory Board I would like to strongly
encourage the Board’s consideration of expediting the renovations to Kemp Mill Urban
Park. As you are well aware this park at one time won awards for its design as an urban
oasis. Over the years maintenance of this park has disintegrated and the condition of the
park has become an eyesore and a hazard to the community.

I have witnessed for myself the playground equipment in disrepair, the packs of
vermin swimming in the pond in daylight hours, the fencing placed across the end of the
steps leading to the parking lot of the shopping center in response to complaints about silt
from the park running into the parking lot — making it impossible for people to push
strollers and carriages into the shopping center from the park. Rather than being an area
for the community to enjoy it has become a blemish for the neighborhood.

It is the Board’s understanding that facility planning funding for this park is not
scheduled until FY'10. We strongly urge the Planning Board to seriously consider the
disrepair of this former award-winning park and expedite the facility planning of the
Kemp Mill Urban Park as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

(N ;\g%ﬂw

Alec J. Stone
Chair

cc: Douglas Duncan, County Executive
Members, Montgomery County Council
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